MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTBfc   THE   INVASIONS
The provisioning of Rome was imperilled, and also the
revictualling of the army, and this was afterwards the point of
departure of Odoacer's rebellion. The Barbarians had control of
the sea. In 441 the Emperor sent against them an expedition which
on this occasion was unsuccessful, for the opposing forces were
equally matched; the Vandals, no doubt, opposing the fleet of
Byzantium with that of Cartilage. Valentinian was obliged to
recognize their establishment in the richest portions of Africa—-
in Carthage, Byzacium and Numidia (442),1
But this was only a truce,
Genscric has been regarded as a man of genius. The great part
which he played in history was doubtless explained by the position
which he occupied. He succeeded where Alaric and Wallia had
failed. The most prosperous province of the Empire was in his
hands. He was living in the midst of abundance, From the great
seaport which was now in his power he could undertake profitable
ventures of piracy* He could threaten the East no less than die
West, and he felt that he was strong enough to defy the Empire,
whose titles he regarded with indifference.
If we seek for the explanation of the Empire's inactivity where
he was concerned for the years following the truce of 442, we
shall find it in the Huns,
In 447, advancing from the plains of the Theiss, Attila ravaged
Moesia and Thrace as far as Thermopylae, Then, turning westward,
he marched upon Gaul, crossing the Rhine in the spring of 451
and laying waste the countryside as far as the Loire.
Aetiust supported by the Germans, Franks, Burgundi and Visi-
goths,2 who behaved as loyal allies, checked him in the neighbour-
hood of Troycs. The military art of the Romans and the valour
of the Germans collaborated. Thcodoric I, king of the Visigoths,
in fulfilling Ataulf's ambition to become the restorer of the Empire,
was slain. The death of Attila in 453 spelt the ruin of his ephemeral
achievements, and saved the West Jfrom the Mongol peril The
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